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all types were forced into the same mould, often in an arbitrary
fashion. To the thoughtful critic, however, it soon became
clear that something was wrong with these unvarying "steps."
For one thing, he saw that, corresponding with the psycho-
logical categories of cognition, volition, and emotion, there
are three types of oral lesson, according as the dominant aim
is the acquirement of knowledge, or the acquirement of skill,
or appreciation and enjoyment. Of course, no lesson is con-
fined to one of these aims, but, as a rule, one of them is
dominant. The early Herbartians made the mistake of assum-
ing that the dominant aim is always the acquirement of know-
ledge.3 Later text-books for young teachers rectified the
matter in part by providing a separate series of steps for lessons
involving the element of practical skill, such as lessons in
writing, drawing and handwork in its various forms. The steps
in these cases were held to be (1) the preparation stage as
before, (2) the presentation of a model for the pupil's imitation,
(3) the rules of the art that is being taught, and (4) practice
by the pupil.2 Still later text-books added a separate treatment
of the "lesson of appreciation."8
Use and misuse of In principle the '* formal steps," thus
formal steps revised and adapted to lessons of differing
types, constituted an advance on the older
method of preparing a collective lesson, because they suggested
definite lines upon which the lesson should be thought out. The
trouble was that, like all rules and formulas, the formal steps,
instead of being accepted as an aid to thinking, tended to
become a substitute for thinking, and it is, therefore, not to be
regretted that they have fallen into comparative disuse in places
where teachers are trained. So far as the psychology under-
lying the steps is sound, they are still of value as a general guide
1 The root of this mistake lay in Herbert's peculiar psychology.
» See Findlay, Principles of Class Teaching (1902), Sect. IV.
* E.g. F. H. Hay ward. The Lesson of Appreciation (1915).

